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Remember therefore ſrom whence thou art fallen, and repen, 
and do the firſt works ; or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy candleſtick owt of his place, except thay 
repcuts 


come 1 to thee quickly, and I will remove thy candie/tick 
ont of his place, 

A Candleſtick ſignifies the Church of God, or 
Company, or a Socicty of People met together to worſhip 
God in Spirit and '+ ” h. Asif be ſhould fay, I will 
{mice thy Shephe > and -atter thy FloCks ; I will take 
away thy Lights, -rd 7 wlll leave MCC IN Egyptian darks 
neſs; I will cut my Ordiriances which are my 
golden Pipzs to conv: © 10 | 74cer of Life unto you 

Bur you will ſay, - - -+** Lord ſo angry with Epheſus? 

It is, becauſe of ri -+ 1rches fins ; it is, becauſe thou 
haſt not loved me as... .1:0u didft, Want of love to 
Chriſt is a Sin that ©«c'-: *th; ro be unchurched ; that 
Acſerverh that God ſh iid take away your Miniſt--: 
For, what 1s our preack;:2 i, but togain your Li 
Chriſt, and to hate the evil? 

Secovdly, In the ſec md Vace, the Works ©. J.. 
Church of Epheſus were ; tiiey h: | been very labourious 
in the external Principles 0: Rig, »n, in promoting the 
Salvation of Souls; but yet 75twirhſtanding they had 
gone (o far, yet they had not 1»ne wat they did out of a 
right Principles that 1s, out » ; Love to Chriſt; 
this makes the Lord ſo anfry -+ he threareneth to 
wachurch them. | 


]- theſe Words there is a ſevere threatning ; / wit 


Well, 
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Well, but is there no remedy to prevent this heavy 
ſudgement * He that holds forth the Rod tells you a 
Remedy. As if he ſhould ſay, On you Epheſians, if 
you will love me better, and if you will be more painfu 
in the great Work of your Salvation, if you will but 
repent of your fins, I will not bring thoſe heavy Judge- ; 
meats upon you, which 1 threatned to bring upon you. | 
, When the Goſpel goes God goes; and when Gog # 

goes, Chriſt goes; and when Chriſt gocs, tic miniftring E 
kngels of the Covenant go ; the Candleſtick goes, and 
4M the Lights they go along with it. 

Whar then follows, when God goes ? Then the Devil 
he comes, yea legions of Devils come ; and then there 
follow the Plague, | eſtilence, Famine, Sword, and all 
other manner of evils, God doth not go alone, ne'!ther 
; MW doth Gud remove his Candleſtick alone. 1 do not tell 

you thar God threatens: you to pull down all your Lights z 

I would not terrifie you by telling you that God isa 

departing from you, when he puts out ſome of your 

Lights : But yet I muſt needs teli you, that when God 

8 cothdeprive you of fo many huncreds, of as Pious, and 

as Laborious, and as Learned (ſome of them ; as any are 

in the Vineyard, I ſay, when God deals thus by you, I 

cannot think that it 1s in mercy to you, but 1n Judgc- 
ment. | 

The Church of Exglard is a great People, and there 

are many poor Souls 1n it that are as Fire-brands in the 

Fire, that have great need to be pluckt out ; and as there 
are, bleſſed be God, many eminenr Miniſters at this Day 
In Expland, to inatch ſuch poor Souls, as Fire-brands our 
of the Fire; yet I fay, that where there is one, we have 
n:ed of ten, 

But though our diſcaſe is dangerous, yet it is not def- 
perate ; there is one way for us to prevent thoſe ne vy 
Judgements that the Lord doth threaten to infli& upon 
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us; and that is by repentance, by a ſerious repenting of 
the Sins paſt of our lives, and to amend what hath been 
amiſs in us. 

T ſhall now come-to make ſome Application. 

Uſe 1. In the firſt Place, is this a Truth, that Repent. 
ance is the only Way and Means to prevent the [udg. 
ments of God rhat are th-eatned againſt a People by God 
for ſin. Then firſt of all, ; world have you to obſerve thc 
curſed nature of this curſed thing, calied jim; Sin muſt be 
repemted of or it will deſtroy us, it will deſtroy our Boaies, it 
will deſtroy our Souls, it will deſtroy our Kingdom ; this 15 the 
Erſed nature of this thing called ſin. 

My beloved, I think ir 1s one of the hardeſt that is, 
to underſtand the exceeding finfulneſs of fin, to under- 
ſtand that deadly Poiſon that 1s in 1t; it 1s for want of 
the true Knowledge of it, that cauſeth that deadncſs of 
Heart that you ſo much groan under. Thus you ic 
that fin (that thing we fo much (light + what a terrible 
thing it is. Alas, what think many of us of a vain 
Word. or an idle thought. or {wearing an Oath : what a 
erifling thing it is to neglect Prayer. 

Bur let me ask, you that think fin to be fo flight a 
matter, what is the reaſon that God is ſo angry that he 
made Man $ what 1s the 1eaſon that many a ſinful Church 
hath made God repent that ever he made a Church ? I fay 
therefore, conſider the exceeding Venom that there is in 
fin: Oh! cake heed of fin, it isa Child, thar although it 
be conceived in joy, yet it ſhall bring forth ſorrow in the 
End. Curſed be the Day that ever fin was born into the 
World. Sin, it is fo vile a thing, that it makes God for 
to cry out at it, and Jeſus Chriſt for to cry out at it, and 
makes them to ſay, they will be gone: IF you continue 
in your fins, I will take away my Miniſters, and leave 
you in darkneſs. 

\Tulb, ſay you, what is Gia 3 I fay it is the Venom and 
| Poiſon 
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Poiſon of our Natures, it is that which is, as the Hand 
to unſheath the Sword, and to thruſt it into our own 
Bowels, Sin, it is asa Milftone that is tied about our 
Necks, that wal! pull us both Soul and Body into the 
bottom of that Sea of the wrath of Cod from whence 
there will be no recovery ; {in is a Plague that will follow 
our Poſterity after we are gone out of this World ; fin it 
$4 worm upon the Tree of Life that eats up the fruir of 
it; fin it 1s which makes the Lord to take away the 
Goſpel from amongſt us; fin it is a Deviliſ: Charm 
within us, that drives away God, and Chriſt, and rhe 
Goſpel from amongſt us : This is the Evil of that c urſed 
thing called f1n. Oh! do not you makea little matrer of 
it: Do not you ſay, when you have been drunk, what 
harm is there that I have drunk a Cup toomuch # do not 
fay, whan harm is there in my telling a lic, or ſwearingo 
aa Oath ? Oh my beloved, whar a ſad thing is thic fn, 
tht it ſhould cauſe God for to throw Angels our of 
Heaven into Hel! Pride caſt Angels into Hell, take heed 
itdoth not ſo by you. Sin made God to deſtroy all che 
Old World ; fin made God to repent that he had made 
the World : fin made God for to burn Sodom and Gomorrab ; 
lin made God for to threaten Epheſus, to remove hig 
Candleſtick from among them. 

Thereforc I fay, do not think fin to be a {mall matter, 
make Conſcience of the leaſt of fins; believe God that it 
52 vile thing 3 conſider with thy ſelf what a vain labour 
this Jabour of lin 1s, It is a vain troubleſome work ; when 
you commit it, you mult reſolve for to die the Death, or 
to undo it again. Sin it may well be called the /abonr in 
win, When thou art a doing any thing that is Evil, 
thou muſt repent of it, or elſe it will undo thee. Sin is 
a long thread of the ſinners ſpinning, that when he hath 
pun it out he muſt fit down in ſorrow, and labour to 
undo his work again, 

Whilg 
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While thou art a ſinning, I can compare 1t to nothing 
berrer, then to the journey that Foſeph and Mary made to 
Feruſalem, and left Feſws Chriſt behind them. 

My beloved, it 1s a fad journeying without Chrj? in 
your Company : when you go on in your fin, ycu muſt 
return again, or elſe you will loſe your Souls. This I 
ſiy is the labour in vain of ſinners, they are doing a work 
that they undo again; they are running a race thet they 
muſt ran back again, or elſe it will undo them. You are 
gathering up of ſticks that will help to burn you ; you 
are whetting a knife that muſt cur your own throats, you 
are ſpinning a thread that muſt hang you. 

Oh my beloved, little do you think that you are doing 
this, when you are ſinning! Do not you ſay therefore; 
that fin is a little matrer, for God will damn the Soul and 
Body for it : He that will damn thee ſor lying, he that 
will damn thee for negle& of praying, he doth think that 
theſe ſins are great matters: Will you lay theſe things to 
heart. 

i fay take heed of fin, and do not you go away with 
Iighr thoughts of it. 

Uſe 2, Is repentance the only way and means for to 
prevent the Judgments of God, which are thteatned by 
God tor {in ? Then from hence you may learn the excellency 
and the uſefulneſs of that prace of Repentance. 

Oh whatan Omniporent grace is this ! it 1s a grace 
that can do any thing with God: Why, what can this 
gracedo ? what can it notdo! Thisgrace of Redemprion 
it can redeem your mortgaged Bleſſings, it can repoſſ:{s 
you of thoſe Bl:{lings that you have fooliſhly playcd 
away. Repentance can make God to ſlay here in our 
Kingdom when he is a departing. Repentance it is a 
heart-breaking for ſin, and it breaks the heart of God 
likewiſe; when thy heart yearns for fin, his heart yearns 
towards thee; as thou mayeſt {ce in the young | of 
God's 
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haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a bullock unac-uſ- 
1omed to the yoke : tern thou me, and I ſhall be turned; {or 
tho art the Lord my God, Surely afier that I was turned I 
repented ; and after that I was inſtrutted, 1 ſm te upon my 
thigh : 1 was aſham:d, yea, even confounded, becauſe I did 
bear the reproach of 1iy yomh. [Ts | phraim my dear Son ? 
is he a pleaſant child ? for ſince I ſpate againſt him, I do 
earneſtly remember him ſtill : therefore my bowels are troubled 
for him ; 1 will ſuvely have mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord. 

Ephraim, that was a Tribe, oneof the Tribes of /ſrael, 
you here have the Voice of a p. nitent Sinner ; he {mites 
upon his thigh, which is a Sign of great anguiſh of Spirit; 
here you have the ; enitcnt, here you have the weeping 
ſhame-fac'd Sinner : Burin the Verſe following, you have 
God ſtanding and looking on ; faith God, 7s Ephraim my 
dear Son ? is he a pleaſant child? for ſince I ſpake againſt 
him, 1 do earneſtly remember him ſtill : therefore wy bowels 
are troubled for him ; [ will ſurely hav? mercy upon him, 

If thy Heart breaks, thou ſeeſt that God's Heart will 
turn towards thee. Oh the excellency of Repentance, 
that doth ſo much prevail with the God of Heaven ! Ir 1s 
theſe Dews and heavenly Showers that mult revive your 
almoſt dying withering Blcſhngs, Repentance, ir is that 
hol; Oyl that muſt recover our Lamps that are going 
out : Oh the excellency of Repenrance ! 

From hence you may gather, what an excellent privileape 
a pcnitent Heart hath with God: Ir is the mourning 
lamenting Sinner that 1s Iike to do Expland good ; theſe 
hard-hearred Sinners they cannot recover an almoſt loſt 
Goſpel; they cannot fetch God again ; bur a penitent 
Heartcan. My beloved, how can youlive without ſuch 
a Grace? Your Souls want it, your Families want ity 
three Kingdoms want it ; the great want in England is 
brokeneheartedneſs, | 
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God's Bowels towards Ephraim, Jer. xxxi. 18, 19, 20s 8 
[ have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf thus, Thow .*.. 
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*%- Ofc 3. Is Repentance the only Way to prevent the 
= Jadoments of God ? Then you may from hence gather, 
2 when God either bath his Plagues upon a people, or cone 


” gmues m threatning his Fudgment #0% a people, it is a ſign 
* that thoſe people are © ery grilty of impenitencyy and that this 


people have not yet repented of then ſins. 

If God rh:cat,. yous O England, Scorlawd, and 
Iriland: It God threatens © ou to pive you uP to hardneſs 
of Hearr and blindneſs of Mind, (doth God do *t x 
this Day ?, then I ſay, O Englana, Scotland and Ireiand, 
you arc impenitent People at this Days If you fea 
Kin dom groaning under the Judgments of God, it isa 
Sion rhar they have not made uſe of thoſe Remedies that 
would have cured them. | 

T's is a Charge againſt England, we have been a fNiff- 
necked People. 

Oh England, England, how long ſhall God wait on 
you before you repent ? how often hath God threatned to 
remove the Goſpel from among you ? How often hath 
God viſited you with great and grievous Sicknefles? 
How many thouſands have been killed by the Sword? 
How many Widows and fathetleſs Children have there 
been left deſolate ? God bath' viſited you with Mercy, 
and yer you repent not. Oh my beloved, 1s not this ſad? 
It God come to puniſh you after you have received fo 
Inany mercies from him, take heed that God doth not rid 
his Handsof you. 

Why fit you as if you had no Hand in theſe Things, 
you careleſs Maſters, that never Pray in your Families, 
nor never Teach your Families to Pray ? It is for your 
Sins that God doth threaten to remove the Goſpel and to 
take away his M.nifters. Will you repent of your Sins ? 
It you do not, ſad will! be your Ends; God may cut 
you oft from the Face of the Earth, and raiſe up unto 
hiraſelf a Generation out of your Loyns, that may ſerve 
him 
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him better than ever yot have yet dong and/God | 
cauſe you to die in a Wilderneſs. | hy 

Oh the hard-heartedneſs of the People of England? © 
Oh the Swearing, the Wickednefſs, the Superſtition'and - 
Prophanenefs that is grown up amongſt us! that I may ſay, 
as the World was once drowned by Water, fo it isnow 
almoſt filled wirh Wickednefs. Oh you Gnful wicked 
Generation, is this your requital unto'God for all his 
mercies? Deute xxxii. 6, Do ye thus requite the Lord, O 
fooliſh pe ple avd unwiſe ? is not be thy father that hath bought 
thee * hath be not made thee, and «/tablifſÞ'd thee ? 

May I app'y this to you; is this the Thanks you 
return to God, that hath been as a Father co you, that 
hath bought you, and made you? When your Sins 
row ſo high, do you not think but that the wrath 
of God will grow high roo. 

Ay, Burt you ſay, Why de you ſpeak to us of theſe ſins ? 
to them that commit ſuch ſins. 

A ſwer. My beloved, have You repented of your 

Sins? Are you grown hard-hearted with the reſt of this 

Generation ? Let meask you, have you repented of thoſe 

Sinz that you are guilry of Z Yes, ſay you, we hope we 

have. Let me try you a little with theſe few Things. 

Firſt of all, Have you thought upon the Wickedneſs 
of your Ways? Have you ſet your Sins in orde: before 
you ? Have you called ro mind the Manner of your 
Ives and Converſations ? Sin is never left until it be 
oundly laid ro Heart. 

A repenting Man is one that the World ſays, isa 
noping Man or a Woman ; he is one that will look him- 
it in the Face of the Goſpel an hour to find our his 
pots; and when he hach found them, he falls a Weep- 
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Secondly, Tf you have repented as you ſay you have 
hat hath been your mourning for Sin ? You came 


crying 
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& : crying into the World, your Mother faid. Since the 


o Tears that you ſhed, how many Tears have you ſhed 
for your Sins * When were you alone in your Chambers? 
When. have you don? as Ephraim did? How often have 
your Cheeks been wet with your Tears? How many 
Handkerchiefs have you wet with your Tea s for vour 
Sins? Oh my beloved, do you think that God wilf not 
humble you for your Sins ? God will humble you befors 
he exalt you, God will bring you to the brink of Hell 
before he brings you to Heaven. 

Thirdly, It you have repented of your Sins, as you 
ſay you have; then, what Reformation 1s there in your 
Lives? What Sin have you left * What Sins are they 
that you have forſaken ? 

Have yon obſerved that you aremore humble than you 
were heretofore Do you obſerve that your Hearts are 
more in Heaven than they were before? Do you obſerve 
that you Pray more, and delight in Prayer more than you 
have done? Ir may be you are ready to cry out, that you 
are Well; Well, but have you repented ? Alas, you talk 
you have repented of your Sins, when it may be you 
know not of one Sin that you have lefr. Didſt thou 
once ſwear by the Holy Name of God? and art thou 
afraid for to take his Name into thy Mouth, but with 
oreat reverence and adoration. 

Fourthly, Have you repented of = <ins as you fay 
you have done? Then, what Reformation have you 
taken up for your obedience ? Ir is your reſolution for to 
ſeek God more in Prayer than ever you have yer done? 
Wiil you watch your Hearts in Prayer more than you 
have done? Will you take more care of your Family 
"_ you give them an example of a holy heavenly 
Life, 

Fifthly, Have you repented of your Sins, as you fay 
you lave? Then, how much are you troub'ed wy 

ins 
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Sinsof othe:'s? Do your Hearts mourn 1n ſecret, for the 
Wickedneſs and the Abominations of the Places where 
you lives 

And row, I beſeech vou, do not you flatter your- 
ſelves in your wicked ſinful Courſes; 1t you do, then [ 
ſay, rake heed that God doth not ſend his Judgments upon 
you: And if you repent not, doubtleſs God will bring 
ſome Plagu- upon England ere 1t be long. 

Conſider this O England, and do not provoke God to. 
depart from you ; for, 1f you repent of your Sins, you 
may ex»e& to livequietly in the Land of your Nativity, 
and go to your death-beds in Peaceand Reſt : but if you 
will not repent of your Sins, then, I ſay, expeR nothing 
bur Curfings inſtead of Bleflings from God : If you 
willrepent, do itto Day ; God knows how long it may 
be before you you have {uch another Day. 

'The welfare of your Souls depends upon it ; the 
welfare of the Church depends upon it ; the welfare of 
three Kingdoms depends upon it. 

My beloved, it is no trifling now, I"i/l you repent, I 
ak you? It may be hereafter God will give you up to 
hardneſs of Heart, and blindneſs of Mird ; and if you 
0 on in your wickedneſs, Hell will follow after. 

Well, I ſay, Will you repent? I ask you the Queſtion, 
and I ack you no other QQueſtion then I have asked my 
own ſelf, before I came into this Place. I ask youagain, 
Will you repent, every Man and Woman among you+ 
For Jeſus Chriſt is angry with you, and he takes away 
many of your Lights from among you. 

That God is angry with you, it is plain, for God 
would never elſe have taken away his Miniſters from 
among you, 


I doubt not but God hath made uſe of ſome of thoſe 


ay E that are to ſpeak no more in the Name of Jeſus, to the 


)ing 


ueYſnatching of you as fire-brands out of the Fire; and in 


bringing 
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bringing you from the Kingdom of Sata», unto the 
; Kingdom of the Lord Feſus Chrift. 

Well, will yourepent ? If you will not, your Sins lye 
at your own Doors; do not think itsa hard Queſtion, 
when [ ask you, if you wall repent ? There are two 
Places where there is no Repentance; the one 1s in Hell: 
it werea vain Thing for me to goto t he Gates of Hell, 
and cry to them, Repent, forthcir Day of Grace 1s paſt, 
and their doom is paſſed upon them ; I do verily think 
that there is more ſorrowing in Hell for Sin, than there is 
Lere upon Earth : But their ſorrow is not a ſancified 
ſorrow. If the damned in Hell were delivered out of 
Hell, they would Sin again : If they lived eternally, 
they would Sin eternally, But T am not ſpeaking to 
Men in Hell nor to Women 1n Hell, but [ ſpeak to you 
that are here upon the Earth, 

Now my beloved, 1 beſeech you in the Name and fear 
of God, that you will repent. The dying Words of 
dying Men and Women, do uſually prevail with thoſe 
that heres The dying Words of Fathers and 
Mothers, do uſe to prevail with their Children : My 
beloved, if you have any love to God, if you have any 
loveto your Souls, I ſay, repent of your Sins. It may be 
God hath made me inſtrumental, to the pluckiag of 
ſome of you as Fire-brands out of the Fire, and in ouild- 
ing of ſome of you up in the moſt holy Faith. 

Objett. But may ſome of you ſay, Tow bid me repent, 
hay can 1 do it * Ican nomore repent than the dead Man cas 
ariſe. | 

Anſw. It is true, O Sinner, that thou fayeſt : But 
though thou can{t not repent when thou wilt, yet if thou 
wilt but endeavour to ſer thy f{clf about the Work, it 1s 
probably that God may give thee a repenting Heart ; 
therefore I ſay, take heed of ſhutting thy ſelf out from 
Mercy. 

Object. 
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Obje, But ſay you, Why do you then preſs us to ſuch a 
work, when we cannot do it of oter ſelves * 

Anſw. Mark here, when I ſay unto you, will you 
repent ? That is, will you make uſe of the Means that 
God hath appointed for your Repentance? Will you 
reckon up all the Sins you have commirted againſt God ? 
Will you reckon up all the Times that you have been + 
Drunk, or that you have ſworn an Oath* Will you 
;*ckon up all rhe Sins that you ſtand guilty of berween 
God and your own Souls? And will you go to God and 
beg of him, that he would be pleaſed ro pardon them ? 

But fay you, What if we ao not ? It you do not, then 
you are ſti]] in your Sins, and there 1s no Peace to you z 
there 1s no inward Peace to your Souls there is no tree 
Peace to your Kingdom. 

But that I may prevail with you, I ſhall give you ſome 
Grounds or Mortves to preſs this Argument more home 
upon your Conſciences. 

Firſt of all Repent ; becauſe Jeſus Chriſt hath com- 
wanded you under great Pena'ties if you do not. 

My beloved, conſider alittle with your ſelves, who it 
- Ws that ſpeaks unto you here in my Text 

It is not I, bur iris Jcſus Chriſt ; and donbrleſs Chriſt 
would never have perſwaded you to this work of repen=- 
tance, if it were not neceſſary. 

This Book is the Counſel of th2 Phyſician of your 
Souls, and the Phyſician of your Church, and the 
Phyſician of your Kingdom. He thar faith unto you, 
epenc, ſaith, 1f you do not, your /ins ſhall not be blotted 
#. He that faith unto you, repent, faith, if you do 


: ot, eternal Death ſhall follow, 
:. | Repent, I ſay, or if thou doſt not, wo beunto thee ; 


O unto that Man thar ever he was born ; wo unto thee, 
Fu had been better thou hadſt nEVEr ſeen the Light : Thy 

arents that bore thee, they may repent that ever thou 
were 
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x111e upon. you ; how long hath God ſtayed 
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were born, Oh my teloved, it 18 a terrible Thing 
to fall into the Hands of the living God ! Oh my 

- +heloved, 3f your yYarents ſhonld fee any of you 


" :pcarried in a Cart to the Gallows to be hanged, it 


would make them to repent that ever they brought 
you forth into the World ! how mach more then do 
on think it would trouble them for to ſee you 


- *thrown Body and Soul into Hell, there to be 


tormented with the Devil and all his Angels for 
. ever. [I ſay, repent, or elſe God will take away 
_..the Goſpel from among you ; repent, or Gol will 
» take away his Miniſters from among yoy. 

Secondly, Repent, for Ghriſt hath encouraged you 
with many precious promiſes, if you will repent. 

Objc&#. But ſay you, This zs a hard work: What! 
fhali we ever go with tears in our eyes? What will 
God give us for our reward? 

Anjw. My belove:|, your reward 1s great ; wonld 
you know what you ſhall have? For your Sorrow, 
you ſhall have Crowns of Glory, you ſhall have 
Joy uwnſpeakabie; if you will but repent of your 
Sins, God will blot them out. Methinks it ſhould 
make thy Heart for to ake, to think how God will 
deal with thee at .the Day of Judgment ; how 
God will ſay, before all the, holy Angels, ani 
before thouſands of righteous Perſons, Look what a 
bypocrite ſands there, God will then make known 
the moſt ſecret Sins, before Men and Angels, that 
thou wouldſt not have men to know now, ; 

Oh repent therefore, that your Sins may be 
blotted out, and you ſhall never hear more of your 

- Sins ; repent, and you ſhall be ſaved; repent, and 


on {hail eſcape Hel). 


7 Thirdly, Repent, becauſe God hath waited a long 
at your 
Doors, 


(15) 
Doors, asking yon if you would repent ? How long, 
O thou proud Man or Woman, hath God waited 
ypon thee £ How often hath God come, and ftood 
knocking at the Doors of your hard Hearts, you 
that are given to Taverns and Ale-houſes, and 
Rioring ? How lon: willit be before I ſhall ſee you 
!eave theſe Taverns and Ale-houſes ? and let me ſee 
yon upon pour Knees in your Cloſets. 

O1 thou grey-headed Sinner, God hath waited 
long upon thee, it may beever ſince thou wert 
fifteen or ſixteen Years old z as I have known many 
eminent Chriſtians at thoſe Years, which hath made 
me much ed nie at it, Oh thou Sinner, God hath 
waited upon thee all this while, when wilt thou 
repent, Rom. 11. 4. Or azſpiſeſt thou the riches cf 
his goodnejs, and forbearance, and long-ſufterings; 
rot knowirg that the goodneſs of God leadeſt thee to 
repentance £ 

There is not a Bleſſing thou haſt from God, but it 
bath this written upon it, repent of thy Sins. Wilt 
thou think of what I ſxy unto thee? When God 
puts thy Bread into thy Hands, he faith unto thee, 
dinner, take this bread, eat it, and repent : When 
God puts the Cup of Beer into thy Hand, he faith 
unto thee, Sinner, take this bezr, drink it, and 
repent ; When thou ariſeſt 1a the Morning, he ſaith 
unto thee, Sinner, take this ſute of tloaths, and put 
it on, and repent : Every Mercy that thou receiveft 
from thy God, calls thee to come along with me. 
Come, wilt thou leave thy Sins and go along with 
me ? Wilt thou leave Hell, and zo along with me? 
My beloved, I will deſire you to bear a little with 
me, becauſe I am ſo urgent in preſſing this great 
Wark of Repentance, 

Fourthly, 
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.- Fourthly, Conſider, if you will return and repent, 
God will return to you ; if you will leave your Sms, 
4 God will not be auzry with you; 1f you will have 
os” the Means of Grace, God will give you the Means 
of Grace. My beloved, God never goes from you, 
4 until you go away from him; G-d hath intreated 
6 you to return, and Gol hath promiſed to return to 


ou. a 
Rn My>belgved you have heard the Parable of the 
_ _ prodigalÞ#\n, how he ran away from his Father, but 
. .. at la&Mhen he was ready to periſh with Hunger he 
Lains to his Father's Houſe again. 
£. So, my bcloved, God is your Father, but yon 
+ Are Prodigals; all the Sins that you have committed 
” 'F againft God is Proligality. But yet, let me tell 
\* * you, if you are willing to come to God's Feet, he 
5 . will take you about the Neck ; if you are willinz 
- t6-forſake your Sins, God 1s willing and ready to 
pardon your Sins; if you have been a wicked, 
ſinful, rebellious [People, yet if you will turn to 
the Lord, he will turn to you, 
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